Invasive Species of the Month: October 2018

Common Reed (Phragmites australis)

Common names: phragmites, common reed

Origin: 3 lineages found in North America; native, European, and
unknown origin. Thought to be brought accidentally to North
America as ballast material in 1700’s and01800’s.

Interesting Facts: In Europe, where phragmites is native,
populations are declining causing natural resource managers
concern. Meanwhile, phragmites has invaded much of the Great
Lakes area.

Description: Phragmites is a warm season perennial grass (Poaceae)
that grows to 6-20 ft tall. Large purplish flower heads appear in July
as a distinctive plume-like inflorescence known as a panicle. Leaf
blades can be 6-18” long and -2 wide. Stems are rough in texture
and very rigid.

Habitat: Prefers moist soils commonly near marshes, wetlands,

shorelines, along roadside, construction sites, and agricultural fields.

QUICK FACTS

KEY CHARACTERISTICS

 Commonly found near
water’s edge or along road
side ditches

Canbe up to 20 feet tall

Distinct purplish plume

T Rough, rigid stem

=

BOTANICAL TERMS:

9 Panicle: loose, branching
cluster of flowers

9 Allelopathic: chemical
release of growth or
germination inhibitors by
one plant to another

Rhizomes: an underground
stem with nodes capable
of reproduction

 Monoculture: single plant
species in a given area

Ecological threat: Phragmites is a vigorous plant that spreads rapidly creating a dense thicket that
consumes available space pushing out other plants in the area. These dense thickets monocultures can
alter hydrology, degrade wetlands, and increase fire potential. Phragmites can spread by wind or water
transported seed or vegetatively by rhizomes. Phragmites is an allelopathic plant that releases toxins
into the surrounding soil that impedes growth of or even kills neighboring plants.
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Control methods: Controlling before phragmites is well established can reduce cost, time, and
environmental impact. Due to extensive rhizomes single use control is not effective and disturbance can

increase density. It is recommended to use a combination of treatments for best control. Control
options include

1 Manual: Cutting (mowing), rolling (NOTE: only effective when used in conjunction with chemical
control)

9 Environmental: flooding and burning. (NOTE: Burning should only be used in conjunction with
chemical control)

9 Chemical*: Broad spectrum herbicide (glyphosate or imazapyr) or grass specific (sethoxydim).
Spray or wipe foliage with herbicide in Fall of best results. If treating in or around water, use a
product labeled for aquatic sites.

*ALWAYS FOLLOW HERBICIDE LABEL INSTRUCTIONS

Using a chemical control followed by a mechanical or environmental control is best practice. Long-term
management and monitoring is needed to achieve and maintain eradication.
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